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PREFACE

The Sonatas and Partitas BWV 1001–1006 represent a 
pinnacle in the violin literature. These pieces are a cor-
nerstone of the violinist’s repertoire, representing the  
highest standards of string and compositional tech-
nique, and have occupied a central role in the studies 
of serious violinists for generations. As the state of 
viola playing becomes increasingly advanced, a schol-
arly edition will prove helpful to violists studying and 
performing these works on their instrument.

The main source for this edition is Bach’s autograph 
manuscript with the title “Sei Solo. à Violino senza 
Basso accompagnato. Libro Primo. da Joh: Seb: Bach. 
a[nn]o. 1720“, kept in the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, 
Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (shelfmark Mus. ms. 
Bach P 967). A fair copy with only few errors and cor-
rections, it is remarkable for its beauty and the accu-
racy of its musical text, especially in regards to articu-
lation, leaving few questions to solve for the editor 
of a modern scholarly-critical edition. For a complete 
scholarly-critical edition of these Sonatas and Partitas, 
including a description of the main source and fur-
ther secondary sources, violists just like violinists are 
encouraged to refer to the revised edition (NBArev) 
edited by Peter Wollny for the Neue Bach Ausgabe (vol-
ume 3; Kassel, Bärenreiter: BA05937-01, 2014; BA05256, 
2014/2020).

The present transcription for Viola solo is based 
upon Wollny’s edition for Violin solo. To render the 
Sonatas and Partitas playable on the Viola, the musi-
cal text was transposed a perfect fifth down, notated 
with an alto clef, and the key signature changed to 
that one perfect fifth lower (e.g. Sonata I: G with the 
key signature of one flat → C with the key signature 
of two flats). Otherwise, in order to preserve the vis-
ual quality of register and line, deviations from the 
violin edition were kept to a minimum. In some pas-
sages, where it is more practical, a treble clef is used 
in lieu of the alto clef.

Apart from the transposition and choice of clefs nec-
essary for this transcription, all editorial additions are  
indicated by broken lines (slurs) or square brackets  
(dynamics, trills and editorially added accidentals that  
are in no way implied by Bach’s notation). Further  
accidentals that are necessary according to modern 
notational conventions and implied in the source were  
added without brackets.

Chung Park
Northfield, Minnesota U.S.A.

Summer 2025
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.
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